
HABITAT NEEDS:  Indiana bats occupy two different habitat types. 
 

• Winter habitat for this hibernating species consists of caves or 
mines with small cracks and crevices that maintain constant tem-
peratures, high humidity, and no air current.  The USFWS advises 
that human disturbance by entrance into such places during spe-
cies hibernation can arouse the bat resulting in additional use of 
energy reserves potentially causing death.  Any structures in-
stalled at entrances to minimize human entry should be construct-
ed in a manner that does not alter the cave or mine microclimate 
or disrupt entry and exit for the species. 

 

• As noted by the USFWS, summer habitat includes small to                       
 medium size river and stream corridors with well  

developed riparian woods. 
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REASONS FOR CURRENT STATUS:  The Indiana Bat was listed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as an endangered spe-
cies in 1967.  Listing was the result of a large population 
decline due to disturbance of hibernating bats by humans.  
NatureServe lists the status of the species as Imperiled, 
with many states categorized as Critically Imperiled.   
 
In 2019, the USFWS published a population status update 
estimating the range-wide population at 537,000 bats occurring in 16 
states.  The three most populous states were Missouri, Indiana, and 
Illinois.  States with the largest net loss of Indiana bats since 2007 in-
clude Pennsylvania (1,027 or –99%), West Virginia (-14,125 or –
96%), New York (-39,367 or –75%), and Tennessee (-6,509 or –
73%). 
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Indiana Bat FAST FACTS 

This fact sheet has been prepared 
as an unofficial publication of the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE). This online publication is 

produced to provide its readers 
information about best manage-
ment practices related to special 

status species. Editorial views and 
opinions  expressed are not  nec-
essarily those of the Department 
of the Army. Mention of specific  
vendors does not  constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of 
the  Army or any element thereof.  

Appearance:  Indiana 
bats are considered to 
be quite small, weighing 
only one-quarter of an 
ounce (about the weight 
of three pennies).  
(USFWS) Despite their 
small body size of 3.5 
inches, they have a 
wingspan of 9 to 11 inch-
es.  

Their fur is dark-brown to 
black.  Having a similar 
appearance to both little 
brown bats and northern 
long-eared bats. The 
species can be differenti-
ated by the length of 
their feet. (National Wild-
life Federation) 

Photos: USFWS 

Natural Resource              
Management (NRM) 

MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION:  As noted by its listing, Indi-
ana bats are extremely vulnerable to human disturbance because 
they hibernate in large numbers in only a few caves. Other threats 
that have contributed to the species’ decline include commercializa-
tion of caves, loss of summer habitat, pesticides and other contami-
nants, and over the past 10 years, the disease white-nose syn-
drome. 
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USACE NATURAL RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT ROLE:   According to the Engineering         
Research and Development Center’s Threatened and Endangered Species Team Cost Estimates, 
the USACE has expended over $6,739,133 since 2006 on efforts related to the Indiana bat. The 
costs associated with this species have been incurred by multiple business lines including            
Navigation, Regulatory, Planning and Program Management, Flood Risk Management, and            
Environmental Stewardship. 

WHAT IS USACE NRM DOING:  Be-
cause of the range associated with the 
Indiana Bat, nearly 80 projects with a 
NRM mission spread across 13 USACE 
districts reported the potential, rare, and 
occasional occurrence of the species 
during the FY20 NRM Assessment.   
 
The Rivers Project Office, St. Louis Dis-
trict, has conducted bat surveys since 
2010 on a reoccurring basis to monitor 
species presence.  The importance of 
the surveys and results have been 
shared to enhance public understanding 
of the plight of the Indiana and other bat 
species.  As noted, the surveys help 
USACE make better decisions when 
planning projects and developing man-
agement objectives.  Photo Above:  The publication, “Our Mississippi” features an article on 

USACE efforts to monitor Indiana bat populations at the St. Louis Dis-
trict’s Rivers Project Office. 
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